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I sat upon the rustic seat 

Braidt an old friend's graft) 
The sent t I POM! at niy fret 

Their dying fragrance gave. 

The sunbeams played among the trees 

And on each im*vsy mound; 
Dm daisies nodded in the breeze 

That lightly irMeperad 'round; 

And save the catbird's mimie eall 

rYoin nearby wooded hill. 
There was m> sound, it stained that all 

The world was calm and still. 

And as I >at above the (lead. 

My feet upon tin lodj 
I though! of all that men have Mid 

Of Heaven, Hell ami Qod 

Of b.H.ks ami ereeds and dogmas old 

That to mankind pretend 
The knowledge to contain ami hold 

Of things be/Olid life's end. 

Of wars waged in religion's name 

Ami those who at the stake 
Have perished in the faggots llame 

For their opinion's sake. 




(By A. B. Wl.it.-. ) 
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Wljjl* here beneath I he ealm blue ftkiei 

Kach grata and grassy bed 
Holds looked secure from 

The secret of the dead. 

Although for ages men have tried 

To lift the veil tlghl dntWII 
The slightest glimpse is still denied 

The dead still 



And as the days their cours. 

Veai-s to centuries run 
The graves of Christian, Pagan. Jew, 

Shall all melt into one. 

The monuments that now contain 

The dates of birth and death 
Shall mingle with the dust again 

Of ih.-,. who sleep beneath. 

And none shall know and none shall care 

By all 'twill be forgot 
Whether they spent their time in prayer 

Or whether they did not. 

These were the thoughts that came to me 
(And come to all they must), 

While thinking on life's mystery 
A hove an old friend's du>t. 



D. C. 
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THE ATHEIST'S REASON, AND THE CHRISTIANS FATE 



is Menaced by Terrific Pressure from Foul Sources 
of Greed for Which the Church Dare Not Apologize. 



(By Clarence C, Gates.) 

The itodsnl of phikwophy ma) "go astray," but it ii not to 
snj philosophic ibandonmsnl of Authority and restraint thai 
any rash BionU defoliation m do*! for the philosophy ol Qnivi reel 
l ad- Ki Hi.- itristssl task-mastsr <■! them all. To judge, w must 
knowj buf the wise judge may bt not infrequently as tinged 
with -mit es ih.' ignorant culprit, whom he rmij+mnf. lo mash 
I hi "buns hands of doubt M for an o4d tssshing "at tin mother 'i 
snns, M in finely expressed, but doubt Ii the eharaeteristic of a 

MUM mind. For, the rational mind must believe as the evidence 

prossntid by Us fee tori ii balanood, to bra iti opinions and 

will. The mind has a live choice of mental material/ but the 
will is as much tod if the lightning in its pith, by pre 
pooderating reason and belie!'. 

"Pull up l doubt, and you will usually liiul | sin sticking to 
the joots." Bar. Dilll is quoted by Mr. Bolec. But, whatever 
the cau.se ol doubt ma\ be, does not nullity the doubt, ItSSlf, 
Off its legitimate right lo a place in our minds. To deny this, 
is to deny in edom of thought. It Christianity cannot prevent 
doubt of it, that is Ul SSSkJlSM, pitted against the strength of 
its counteracting influence-. Bsv, DiUl is not a consistent advo- 

eate of nil religion, howavarj for lie prosehoi «»i Christ for- 
giving all "sins;" and the necessary premise of his eoiieiusion, 
just quoted, is not evident, for this all-siillieienl reason : His 
religion holds out an inducement tu the "sinner," in the form 
of forgiveness, Ooubt does, DOtj for a seduction of ethics (ethics, 
the atheist's "creed "J, M a stain, a> uuallei able as the past. 
But. the conlliet between secular reason and "spiritual faith" 
is interminable. The word, doubt, as usi d by Bev. Dills, is mani- 
fest U a rejection ol the Christian religion. I have used it in its 
gaiMfal MMHaj with out exception. 

Thai the eoilegi s ihoold bavi taaltad Herbert spencer above 

the "Savior of mankind," can be nnl\ explained by the axiom, 
"that ever\ iff ad has its cause." 

Mr. Boice raporti Dr. ECe&gwin as having said: "War's bloady 

hand has done more to lift mankind than the corpse-like lingers 

of philoaophy. ' 1 we ean unagine Napoleon to have ipohen these 

woids, with sincerity, 'fhat a Christian minister should gi^<' 
yoist to sucli a sentiment of war, is perplexing to the atheist, 
to speak the least; but, then, secular reason and "spiritual 
faith" are like oil and water. The "wonder -rows" that "com- 
mercial -reed has dour inort; tor civilization than has 'this 

elanuaj band of philoaophy, that for twenty-four centuries has 

been plashing at the heart ol' man.' " All this reminds us of 
the fact, that the "coaster" cannot always land safely; hs 
"gets to going and can't itOD." His sled may break. 

•'Throughout America the conviction is strong in diurch circles 
that what is best in our present-day civilization is menaced. It 
,~ ftgrSSd 1 • 1 1 man\ lidsi I hat a 0*1 renaissance, with all its 
liberty of thinking and riot of brilliant SpOStSSy, is indeed 
DOSSibls." What is menaced/ Our comforts and inventions/ 
We a.;e tOO SSfiU to dsstroj I hem. Our ethics * Never has 
there been such I deposit in the Bank ol' BthiSflj as there is 

today, our freedom of though! *ni dissuasion f Fan, that is 

th- only element of our civilization that is menaced, today; 

msnaesd aith a terrific pressure from the foul •oureoi of greed. 

l)oc> the Christian church dare apologize lor such a BMWSSSl 

\ A . X it u>ok to its nun issnrityi snd it will not : 

The churches denounce the SollSgiatS teaching, that "sOSlstj 

by its approval saa sonatitnts any action right, or by its ssnaors 

decree it to be wrong;" yet, they a.c not consistent, in their 
of the fact that "current opinion now pre- 



vents thi state university from offering H definite religious in- 

•tmstion "in the study of the Bible, in church history ami the 
special history of the denomination concerned, and such other 
subjects. " The major portion of one of Mr. Bolss'l sentences 
has bsSB rSVSrSSd, but the words italicized, are ItsHdssd in his 
sentence. "At the state university of North Dakota, an alliliatcd 
coll.-,. under denominational control has been established, to 
••airy on such work" lor which the eottSSnl of tie- people cannot 
be obtained. Ye fodl and little lishes ! What an anxious desire 
tor puhHc approval, and insulting appreciation of it! 

Hod of ns would enjoy a pleasure without paying the price 

of it. Bash ;i desire rangss from grasd i<» ■slfislinesn, gaagad 

by secular reason. The Christians may have another name for 

"to SaVi and to hold. ' ' when they ask for reli-mus instruction 

in schools and colleges; which instruction is not the desire ol 

th.. people, thi approval of whom is SOttghi for, and denounced 

in the same thsologisal bfaathl But secular and "spiritual" 

sonsiatsnaj ara qaaUUsi widely spart; for, in their vary nature, 

they must be. 

( 4 Positivism robs OUT educational system of the inspiration 
that uive> liber to morality." Again, will "oil ami water not 
mix;" for, what is more DOSitiVl than "the only route to 
gsnainsnSSI of characler is the word <.f Cod . ; " 

"Society is more vitally concerned with what a man does 
than with what he Uno\\>," and "where the will is evilly dis- 
posed, it is better that its power should be curtained by ig|M> 
ranee." But. what a man knows, determines what he does. 
Heine. knOWMdgS Sttd SStiOfl are of SOtta! value. Ami, there 
isn't a fast, rsqoirsd by a man. evilly disposed, tiiat he could 
not obtain I'mm his SSSfflristti, were he unable to read. As long 
as aii\ fact exists, known to some one. and useful to him, it 
WOttld be Impossible to utterly keep the information of it from 
being used to a wrong pnr P OS S, by one so «|ispos ( .,| to use it. 
There is not a uni \ • i sity or SollsgS in the world, of which it 
could be staled, with sanity, "immoral information is knowingly 
givsn in their text-books," for tin' ethical value of all knowledge 
^ aStttrai The inference fioin the qtfOl at ions, plainly stated, 
is: bigotry demands as its right, the fettered imprisonment of 
freedom, "lis a conlliet between reason and faith, wherein faith 
asks for the suppression of free thought, free unstinted knowl- 
edgS all mental freedom, in fact, but free will, the one lictioii 
of the mind. 

"The heart has reasons that I he reason do< 
this were tine, ours would be a double pe 

ignoranss is bliss." But, psrssption ami sonssptlon ere of the 

mind, and not of the htartj bsnSS, Pascal's words must ration 
all) be considered as ligurative. 

It iff Itranga, Ibis christian denial of collegiate RnOWladgS of 
physical phenomena, as il affects the christian idea and Ideal) 
and the Utterly positive assertions of "spiritual" values, of 
whose existence there is absolutely no rational physical proof. 
The christian will ipasJi of the "pride ad' intelleet," as of 
something unwoith\; ol things rational, with a sneer as lhe\ 

apply to religion; and of humility, tin- Quality "i a slavs, the 

christian praise is unstinted. Of prayer, there is in abundance; 
but, the atheist's demand for an utterly strict, scnnlilic test of 

is retarded as insultingly profane. With regard to this, let 

test of 



•s not know.'' If 

rsonality, "where 



>f (he 



it, 

it be known, that, had tin' Curies been jealous 
,!„.,,• discovery of radium as undoubtedly the christian is jeal- 
ous ,,f the strict isisntins ti'si of praysr thai both radium and 

the Cunes would be forgotten, today. 

"The most advanced conception in the churches insists that 
Cod is so superior to man that he is beyond the eompreheiision 
of the Unite mind." Again, 



'The existence of Cod is not a 



f 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



thought for tht rcacon," (quoted for the looond time), cayi Dr. 
Kcigwin, This is christian confirmation Cor what has been 

stated in tliis artieh as to secular reason and "spiritual" faith. 
The two are not. ami cannot possibly bt the same, or anyways 
near the same. 

Hut another christian, the president of Oberlin College, "refers 
to Clerk-Maxwell, who wrote that he had looked inl i most philo- 
sophical systems, hut had seen none that would work without 
I god." I'lease note the word, systems; it is plural. However, 
there can he hut One Philosophical System, worthy ot the name. 

for there eta be but One Truth. "Pbiloeopttiee" ere in Infinite 

series; an interminable product of the mind, mostly metaphysical 
supernaturalism. The One System of Facts, or literal, actual 
Ifetephyeiei Howard which all philosophy should be turned), 
is a mathematical unity. An atheist could have written, as 
Clerk-Maxwell wrote of philosophies, with pertect consist em-y. 
Twould prove nothing of his belief. A precoiicei ved notion of 
a god can be made to agree with any philosophy, which Clerk- 
Maxwell may have examine.!. Clerk-Maxwell could not 

itrengthen the christian's defence, by any proeo no oiTod notioa 

of his own. Otherwise, as has been asserted, an atheist could 
have written the same. ' 

To return to the "most advanced conception" of "Cod." il 

must appear plainly true, by ehareh-edmitted evidence, that all 

that is known of him is ignorance, ganged upon a basis ot' secular 
reason. The Christian says he knows of the exigence of a god, 

and a man-god) boif despite hie every effort, he cannot bring 

the atheist to his side over the chasm that separates them. He 
should cease trying; cease his age-long |>crsecut ion of tin- atheist, 
and hereafter obey the -olden rule of Liberty: "Mind your own 
business." This is the atheist "s .just request of the christian. 
Will the request be heeded? 

"The orthodox church teaches now, as it has always taught, 
that when man fell in Kden his intellect tell with him; coi.se 
anentty the mind thinks with the weight of intellectual de 
pravUy bearing it down. Salvation has nothing t <( do with 
thought. Christ eliminated from the spiritual life all rational 

ofgani of perception jrhea in- Mid, 'Ye mud be bo,-., again. 1 " 

To the secular reason of the atheist, it appears as if Christianity 
bids the Ignorant Tool *oe humble, accept "salvation" without 
thought, and consider himself one of the Superior of the Klect. 
This is no harsh vituperation, but a rational, lo-ical conclusion 

from Hi*' ehrietian'i own self-admitted premises. The christian 

hai faith, without reason. The CO-Callcd intidel never so injuri- 
ously damned tfl chriertan, as the chrictiao damns bimaclf. 

Judged by common sense reason, the christian'- fit* of phil- 
oaophy is through a distorting mirror; it is manifestly a mis- 
taken' interpretation, cc reported by Mr. Bolee: "Philoeoph) 

hac been, in all the ages, a tethered horse, moving in a circle 
■round a stake. • * * It is, in its last analysis, a diseased 
brain attempting to prescribe for it* OWn neurasthenia." Phil- 
osophy must bt known, here, in its general sense. The " love 
of learning," oftentimes prejudiced i" favor of supernaturalism. 
is denounced by the christian, as a disease of the brain. Yet, 
t( , phUoeophy, the christian makes appeal for aid in the con- 
tinuation of' his claims. Such an action, as this, is like the 
request of a favor of a friend, with a slap in the face for 
thanks. 

"Clergymen rooted and grounded in the orthodox faith lament 
,00 passing of the appeal- to fear." To the atheist, nothing 

/S batter suited to confirm in- assertion of ch riat iaw eavagery, 

thafl "appeals to fear." which makes more hideous, a religion 
nadi repulsive enough by its denial of rat ionalism. Savage ami 
Savior are twin hags, to the atheist. 

"It is contended that ceientine materialists poring over their 
Bunaea burners ami their oxyhydrogen blow pipes have for- 
gotten lh«' chemistry of hell." When cut by the sharp edge of 
reason, the cry of the christian church has been the whine of a 
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Whipped dog. By secular reason, we km>w it is not the duty of 
the chemist to discover hell, or to remember its exist. Mice, if that 
were a demonstrated fact. Chemistry has nothing to do with 
bell; for. to the atheist, nothing is more certain than this: no 
"chemistry of hell" was CV«T km.wn and yon may give any 
meaning to the words yon may desire! 

"The churchmen say it is better that a li the philoeopheri of 

today should meet the late of Social. M than that the youth of 
America should be corrupted." How st ramie, that threat rings 
in the mind, in this freedom-loving age! The churchmen express 
in this sentiment, the same MTCgi brutality that burned a Kruno 
at the stake, and would do it again, if the opportunity was 
a Honied! 

The atheist's reply is this: Better that every human being 
should enjoy every known vice, "sin," and crime, than that oue 
five thought should be suppressed from utterance ..r publication, 
whether il be to an individual or to the world. This statement 
means exactly what the words imply, "liive me liberty, or give 
me death." will ring forever true, whether it DC mental, or 
physical, or economic freedom that is sought. Kthics will clear 
away any contusion in the statements above; Christianity cannot! 

"fis the fool that sits on the safety-valve. Thus does the 
atheist challenge the christian. Let the latter, if he will, "no 

longer be deferential to those who deny the Chriat or play fast 

and louse with the promises of Holy Writ." Kven a fool, upon 
being told, will realize, when In* is standing over a powdof maga- 
zine. The christian need not be told twice, that lor e\ery action, 
there is a reaction; and, that for every blow he strikes upon the 
atheist "s rlghtC and privileges, there will be a return blow. 
'Twill be a contest between weak pottery and uranite. Let the 
christian regard himself as the granite, if he will. 

Hev. Thomas K. Slicer "sees the beginning of an economic 
revolution. 'The COllegee cannot stay it nor direct it. for next 
to the minister of religion, the common people distrust the pro- 
f.ssor. ' He adds that there is but one barrier against the uu- 

guided flood, "tie Influence that can contend against it. 'and 
thai ii the church of the living QooV " The common people 

distrust the minister as much as they distrust the professor, 
and yet tin- church and not the COUcgC will Ctem the presumed 

economic revolution. This ma) be the conclusion of faith, but 

from the premises of reason, it cannot be drawn! 

In what has been written, the tone has been kept in the ex- 
positive bey, rather than controversial, dust as there are many 
-nidations of belief, so will be the opinions of what has been 

incited. The strongest statement will be regarded a- toe aarch 

and misleading, by some; and too mild by others. This has NOT 
been an argument; there is no "weakest link" to search for; 
the statements made have been dulled or toned down from a 
greater brilliancy, that might have been their due. That this 
greater brilliancy might have been obtained on the part of the 

writer, > s for each individual reader t" decide. Brron ami 

misstatements then* are. perhaps, but care to avoid them has 
been CXCrclccd b\ the writer to the whole extent of his ability. 

After all. life is governed, NOT by religion, but by ethicc. 

Ami the greatest human duty, each of us bears to nil, is respect 
for the mental idios> ueia<ies ot" tin* mind toward belief in 

partial!} known facta, without the pah- of demount rated facts. 

"fis bigOtrVf BOt philosophy, that is a dlCCOCC ot' the mind; ami 
the more sane the mind, the less bigoted i* it. Words mean 
nothing, without sincerity in their expression. The meant st 

bypoeritc is the lane-minded moraliet, posing as a professional 
-unle to conduct, and appealing t" fear ac the controlling goad 

What i- to be wondered at in the fact that, as a claCC, profCCCion- 
;i | morahctC are seducers of ethics, above all others.' Can we 
Wallow i«i the mud Of guilt, a- tin professional moralist must do. 
and escape its stain? 
Tuscola, 111. 
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Hausman's Reply to Dr. Barnes 



Ail Depends upon Individual Contemplation of the World, as a 
Whole.— Monistic Conception Is the Most Rational. 



(By Dr. A. FTnufnan ) 

In my answer to Mr. Bowerman. I staled that a critique, in 
order feo be effective, must pTOY€ OM of two things: eitlier that 

tiie promioM are not trot, or that the deductions are wrong. 

If the filets are admitted, there may still he a difference of 
opinions. ImpOOribU to reconcile, because the contestants may 
interpret t heir significance in a different way. employing different 
factors and methods of PMQOning. Dr. Harnes takes some things 
for granted which I do not accept, because I tail Ul Mi thai they 
exist, and OOBOtqUHtly 1 can not use tliem as a basis for 



George Inree tiga ftM the question from a etandpoinl 

entirely different from my own. still believing in the old religious 
dort rines and disregarding the new truth science has given us 
within the last titty years, that is why I call his. conception 
narrow. Both critics accept Henry (ieorge's opinion as 
authority and a refutation of their strictures would simply mean 
a rejM'tition of the second part of the book, which treats the 
MM subject, lint there is fcbll difference: While Mr. Dowerinan 
does imt irffOi the e;mse. but merely gives vent to Ins indignation 
because somebody dares to attack teaching! he has accepted as 
fOMWl, Dr. Barnes jM)ints out statements which appear not to be 
in harmony with the new, and because others, umieeustonied to 
contemplate the world from the monistic viewpnint, may ex- 
perience the same ditliculty in grasping the logical conclusions 
whi(di the theory of evolution compels us to accept. I think it 
incumbent to discuss his objections lor the sake of better under- 
standing. 

That Dr. Barnes finds "lack of lucidity" while others have 
favorably commented upon the clearness of the treatise, 1 can 
only ascribe to the briefness with which I was compelled to treat 
the subject and which makes it easy to lose the thread of 
argumentation] It is not the object of the book to discuss all 
thf details of the social question and devise ways and means 
tor the removal of exist Ittg e\ils. but to establish the natural, 
fundamental principles of socictx. the bfologiea] lawi which have 
created all our social institutions and must be reckoned with in 
all our plans tor reform. An investigation of the cause of the 
evils is not equivalent to a defense; it is the first post illation for 
a remedy, which is suggested by the cause. In so far as I 
cannot understand how the so-called "Single Tax" (iti IIenr> 
(ieorge's work it is confiscation af all private laud) can be 
pract ically applied and abolish poverty, as it is claimed. I have 
;in animus against it, the same M against all chimerical meas- 
ures, because they cause energy that might serve useful purpose 
to be wasted in fruitless endeavors, and therefore are an im- 
pediment to progress. I have briefly stated the causes of |M»verty 
and if Dr. Barnes can give inure or better ones and show how 
the Single Tax will remove ihein, I am open to conviction. 

Dr. Barnes believes in equality, and refers to the Declaration 
Of Independence as authority on which to base his belief. It 
seems hard in the face of patriotie sentiment to admit the truth 
that the first statement in this venerable and fatuous document 
is an error: Men were neither created equal nor are they en- 
dowed with any rights of any kind whatever. Who granted 
such rights, and at what time and among what people were they 
observed? There was no trace of these ethical principles during 



the 4"),(MM> ytars before the foundation of OUT republic, nor have 
they become apparent in this country during the 133 years that 
have elapsed since they were embodied in that document. 

To say "all have an equal right to land." ete., is a statement 
without material basis, and how the equalization is |q be elt'eeted 
by collecting economic rent or single tax, is a conundrum which 
is explained neither by Henry Geoffgl nor nil followers, — they 
MJ it does and you must believe it. 

The social question can be understood only when we first 
establish the absolute, immutable biological laws which form the 
natural basis of society and all its institutions and ethical prin- 
ciples, ami are as fixed as the axioms in mathematics. They 
are: Kvery individual requires a certain amount of material 
for subsistence, which is derived from the earth (land and 
water) by means of physical labor, and for every one who does 
not produce the sustenance for himself, somebody .»lse must do 
so. This simple law of labor develops into a complicated system 
through the Introduction of the principle of division of labor 
and its concomitant unique device of money, the tru? significance 
of which cannot be understood if not considered in connection 
with the other conditions. Dr. Barnes' ideas about money seem 
to be peculiar, because he denies its function as standard by 
which the relative value of all the products of labor is measured 
and considers the prices established for all commodities merely 
the result of whim ami emotions, while to me a certuin stability 
indieates necessity as the dominant factor. Values may be fic- 
titious and fanciful, but when expressed in money the amount 
always bears a certain relation to other values. 

In reply to his statement that 1 call land capital (it may be 
used in its place). I quote the following: "Only land and labor 
are the factors (of production); money r^uesents the product; 
capital tin- excess of money a person possesses above the amount 

required for the pjooaoitiM of lite, fend the term does not 

imply a fixed quantity." 

"Capital alone never made a man very wealthy," seems a 
conundrum to me, because money is the only thing that makes 
;i person wealthy, ami land which does not produce money has 
no value. Ifonej i> often exchanged for land. b'^ausc the latter 
offers greatest security it can neither be lost OOT stolen. 

Marshall Field is cited as an instance of tin- great advantage 
the ownership of laud in a desirable locality will confer over 
those who do not own the land on which they carry on their bus- 
mess. Very true, but how did he acquire this advantage of 
over three acres against his competitors/ Did he take up the 
land? No. Did he steal it f No. He bought it (provided he did 
not inherit it) , and the accumulation of money (capital) must 
have preceded the acquisition of land. He is at this point where 
BlOOt of the soeialistic reform theories depart, denouncing the 
accomplished fact of possession, but avoiding to investigate the 
cmiM's which made possible such a result. They declare it wrong 
that one man should own the t4>ols of production which so many 
must use, but make no attempt to explain how he obtained pos- 
sess.nn of something coveted by all the rest, and instead of 
directing their elTorts against the agencies which still continue 
to maintain this condition, as the tirst step towards industrial 
liberty, they waste their energy in preaching radical measures 
which have* not the least chance for success. They propose to 
Change the entire industrial system at one stroke- to abolish 
wage labor! profit making trade, etc., without the slightest idea 
Of HOW it shall be done, WHO shall do it, and WIIKKK the 
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beginning shall be made. For i abort time I toofc mi interest 

in the socialistic movement heca use I Mtn fully aware of the 

evils of oar present state of eoeiety ami the poinrihititlee of re- 
form if t hnt portion of the \ pic suffering must from the de- 
fects of tin- system Pen Offattintl on linos when' results arc 

poanihle, Mm I withdrew in diaguat whou I found that instead 

of anting, of uniting in efforts to attain something possible, tlx* 
energy of the party is wasted in Idle talk in using Utopian 

declarations, making Inpoeeible demands, ami waiting for some 

lavior to come alOttf to do the work and fulfill the promises. 
They want to commence building the new social structure at the 
roof instead of at the foundation, hut ban neither i plan nor an 
architect to perform this impo»ible task. 

It is similar with Henry Ooorge's Single Tax nobody leeflie 
fo have any definite idea how it is to he practically applied. Mr. 
Rowerman mentions the introduction of a hill to tax land value 
before the House of Commons in England, as an instance of 
this kind— as if the mere taxation of laud was identical with 
Henry Ooorge'l projn ,sit ion. 

He further dtee New Zealand as a country where the GUttgle 



Tax was in Operation, protending that the superior social con- 
ditions there wore due to its action. The fact is. that the 

legislation which created tin- p r e sen t etate of social order dates 

hack from 187(i. several years before the puhlieation of Henry 
Ooorge'i work, ami the ti-ures of the revenue (wliwh I gave in 
my reply to Mr. Bowerman ) ahowa that Single Tax plays no part 

whatever in the administration of that country. 

I looked up the literature at my dispositi4.11 for information, 
and found a hrief mention of Henry OoOTgi in the University 

of Literature and in Meyer's ConToraation Lexicon. I did not 

Mud his name in the Kncydopaedia Brittanica and in Johnson's 
Ncu I nivcrsal Kncydopaedia. nor did I OM hi- Work men- 
tion, d in the long essays on political economy and rent in the 
last named three hooks of reference. Dr. Barnes calls the 
Single Tax a moral subject, an appellation which >eems justified 
as far a- it refers to the motives which prompted Henry QOQfge 
to invent it. I have no douht he was moved by the very best 
of intentions when writing his hook, hut sentiment has no place 

m solving quoations eoneerning the general welfare. 

Alameda, Calif. 



Noah's Fictitious Flood 



Foolish Betfevers Still Continue to Praise 
a Revengeful God for Con 
a Wicked Act. 



(By George B. Sly.) 

In the Hook of (Jcnesis, which WM writ- 
ten by Kara after the return from Baby- 
lon, there are two different accounts of a 
(I I mixed tOgOthor. One is the .lehovis- 

tic account eonunoneing with rams B of 

chapter l>. Then the Blohiatie account 
commences with verse !». and continues l<> 
the end Of the chapter. 

Then the Jehoviatie eommeneee ebaptor 
7 ami goee to vorae 7; then the Blohiatie 

to verse 2(1. chapter 8; then .Ichovislie to 
the end of the chapter. Blohiatie coinmcn 
ces chapter !». and gOOl to verse 1H; then 

Jehoviatie t«» reroe SIS; then the account 

ends with the Blohiatie contained in verses 

js and 9S. 
In the Blohiatie account everything in 

by "tWOa", and in the Jehovistic they are 

by "sevens." 
••Ami ( ioti saw that the wiehadtteai of 

man wai ureal in the earth." Then it was 
(Jod's fault, not man's, for it was just as 
easy to make man always good. "And 
the Lord said. I will destroy man whom 
I have created from the face of the earth, 
both man ami beast, and the ereoplng 
thinga, and the fowls of the air: for it re- 
penteth me that I have made them/' 

Clan* Who is foolish enough to bo- 
Have thai tin* Lord did aomathing that he 

afterwards repented, and that In- destroyed 
the heasts. cieepin<r thinga, and fowls, be- 
cause man was wicked ! 

It hi- did. then it was a very wicked 

thing for God to do. 

Then God commands Noah to make an 

Ark and put into it "two" of every living 



thing.- <len. ti:l!»; 7:!». In the Jeho- 

vistic account hy "»e\eiis. (Jen. 7:2. 
"And Noah went in, and his pone, and his 
wife, and his sons' wives with him." — 

Gen, 7:7. "And they went in again." — 
(Jen. 7:13. 

There was only one window. — (Jen. (i: 
](i. ) and they kept that closed ((Jen. 0:6.) 
It must have heen a very delightful at- 
mosphere to live in for ISO days. ((Jen. 7: 

34; 8::t) or rather 230 days, (Gon. 7:12, 

LM;S:.:. (i) or rather 878 day. ((Jen. 7:11. 

8:1344) 

"Ami the Lord studied a sWOOt >avot\" 
((Jen. H:21 ) It must have heen the \e.y 
IWOCt atmosphere from the Ark. 

After the enormous flood (only -'7 feet. 

I inehee bigfa r> enhita; ;» enhit wae 1.82 

r eet , had subsided, that Covered the moun- 
tains ((Jen. 7:20) Noah huilt an altar and 
sacrificed of the (dean beaati and fowls. 

(Gon. H:2(>.) 

The Ark WM twice as high as the flood, 
lor the Ark was 30 cubits bigfa and the 

Hood on ly l."» cuhits high. The mountain! 
must bare heen ant-hills. 

Then (Jod promises not to cut of! any 
more hy the waters of a Hood ((Jen. 9:11,) 
and made the lirst rainbow li a token, 
((on. 8:13.) 

After that -real event. No*fa eelchrated 

hie niraoulona dalivoranee by <:ettim: 

beastly drunk and going to sleep naked. 
((Jen. 8:21.) When he awoke he curbed 

ins grandehild Canaan. 
for Noah found grace in the eyee of 

the Lord, for he was a jus< man ami per- 
fect in all generation, and Noah walked 
with (Jod. ((Jen. (1:8. !>.) 

"Ami all the days of Noah WON nine 

hundred ami fifty nine yeare." (Cfcn, *! 
28.) Or " moons" 1 About 78 years, 



The hfayai of Yucatan have a history 
of the rinhlng of the islands hetween the 
West Indies and Africa, called "Atlantis" 

wherein 74,000,000 people were drowned, 

caused hy the shrinking of the earth's 
surface M it cooled. That cataclysm oc- 
curred 11,500 yaara ago. it is evident Bi 

ra did not -jet ale accounts of the flood 
from that event. 

It is rather curious r bat 'he ancient 

Egyptian! had no legend of a Hood. They 

were building the groal pyramids at that 

time, aoeording to Bihle ehronology and 
Bgyptian biatory. Ban could not have 

received the accounts from them. 

Then from where did K/.ra got hi- tWO 
accounts of the flood I It must have hern 
from the astronomers of (Mialdea. for when 
we turn our eyes towards the Southern 
heavens we can iM the const .Nation " A r- 
■jo" (the Ark) floating on the "Milky 

Wav," with the bright star "Nana" 

(Noah) on the forward deck. Ami in front 
of the Ark are the constellations "Canis 
Major and Minor." (the two dogs)j "Leo 
ami Leo Minor" (the two lions): "Urea 
Major and Minor." (the two hears); 
"(Jeniiui" (the twins) ready to enter tin- 
Ark hy "tWOe." Also "Lepus" .the 
hare); "Moiioceros" (the unicorn); "Tar 

...s" ,the hull); "Aries" (the ram); 

"Scorpio" (the scorpion); "Cancer" (the 

crah) "eroeping thinga; "Centaurua." 
"Pcgaaua/ 1 and othori also ready to en tor 

"Algo" (the Ark) and cape the loud 
from the grant river "Kridanus." BOar 
which eonatollation are the constellations 

of "Cetna" (the whale), and ''Pieces" 
(the flahea.) There is also the eonaMhv 

tion "Corw.s" (the raven), that did not 
return to Noah's Ark. and the aonatoUl 
lion of "Colun. ha." (the .love) flying 

wardi the ..niy window in the "Argo M 
(Continued o,, Page 13.) 
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The Vile Worm 

Incidents and Personal Reminiscences Re- 
viewed as Illustrating the Path 
of Goodness and Truth 



i hy Warren s. Dean.) 
\\Y often and that iii the reaea r eh and 
itudy of many little thingi thai happened 
in 4)Ui- peraonal livis will make the eonrae 
more clear, and open the way to some of 
the larger prohlemi humanity lias to eon- 
tend with. F<»r Inatnnet) after the writer 
had gathered a pail of eherrioi and taken 
i h, n t.. t he boune, and after being sorted 
over by the wife and made ready to can. 

we noticed there were quite a number of 
them thrown out that looked sound and 
good under an ordinary inspection. Ask- 
ing the wife in regard t<> them, she told 
us they were BaeleOf on account of ben 

wormy. Hut having formed the habil 
early in life <»f doing a little iuveetlgating 

for onraelvea, we took our knife and »pen- 
ed a few to discover how the worm- had 
done their bidden work. We found lir-t I 
small •peek On the outside, a little dittOO 1 - 

ored, and looking further we found whrre 

the worm had eaten its way around the 
pith, so that the Beall of tie cherry wai 

more or leoi blackened in the pathway of 

the worm. 

While doing this investiiratini: the wife 
said: "I told you there W"ro worms in 

tboef eherriee." We replied that it is a 

good thing to look for ourselves in this 
world, and if there were more people who 
would take as "much intore-t to investi 
gate those thing! which pertain to the 
mind" as they did to the food that went 
through their stomachs, there would be fur 

more reaped shown for truth and boneety. 
While gathering thorn eherriee, it was 

quite natural to have a number of them go 
the way of our mouth, but after the Ulvei 
titration our rettah for them somewhat 
wilted. And we note all through life how 
many pro blundering along taking thingl 
for granted, because of the belief, advice 
or sav of others, but when wo invest [gate 
and find the truth or the vermin and vice 
in things that under ordinary inspection 
wo overlook, we generally have that im- 
pressed on our minds tho rest of our days. 

T/>okin<_' back to more youthful dav-. v I 
note now at mature aye how lack we were 
in those things that pertain to the human 
mind, or in other words. M busily engicrod 
in making a living thai we had no thought 
to investigate how tho miserable worm of 
superstition had loft its vile effects on ill * 
mindl of others. Tt was in the fore pari 
of the season of 1870 that wo had the 
pleasure of hearing Prof. Underwood, of 
Boston, give a Freethouprht lecture in the 



of Superstition 

opera bouae at QuJney, Mis. His words 
were not only linnfOOand on our mind that 
Sunday afternoon, but we thought it 

it range that a Unitarian minister should 

OOUM to the platform and Invite Prof. 
Underwood to DOOM to his church and Ic - 
Jure that eveningi which he did. Put the 

Sunday following} the elergy of Quiney 

made an effort to discredit Prof. Under- 

wood, but are were eonvineed they tailed to 

OOVer the trail of their worm of " miser- 
able superstition. 99 

Mr. [Jnd er WOOd had showed Bp too 
plainly their useless work to the cause of 
humanity. Up to that tune, we had the 

idea that thoae who "profeeeed religion," 

or in other words, those win. "embraced 

■uperitition," would be less likely to do i 

dishonest act than t hose who made no such 
profession. 

\\ was not long before we had occasion 
to do a little Lnveetigating for ourselves in 
that line. 

In the ipring of 1K7II we nettled in the 
southwestern part of Osborne county. Kan., 
and took up a homestead, and while there 
worked around the neighborhood as a handy 
man. willing to try and make himself use- 
ful. After the tod lehool house was 
built, it was proposed by some of the sanc- 



titied t<. start a Paradise Sunday School. 
At tho first session they voted for Squire 
C. for superintendent a man more noted 
for his honest comnionseiiso than for piety, 
and tor yours truly for assistant superin 

tendent. Tt is nnneeeaaary to state that 
the inperintendenti voted for did no( put 

themselves in line to advance the cause of 
the Paradise of Fools. 

Hut it put us in line to find out the true 
nature <d* those advocates of sanctified su 

peretition, by doing a little Lnveetigating 

for ourselves, with the result that they 
not only tried to blacken the character 
and pathway of those who had found their 
true nature, but made efforts to blacken 
the reason and i nt elligence of all with 
hidden deceit and hy|H>crisy. 

How the proieeting wingi of religioui 

Organiaationi shielded those pets Of super- 
stition, not only giving them help and en- 
couragement in causing trouble nnd worry 
for thoae Who investigated, but among 
their numerous ways they had added to 
their forces the tools of political ringsters. 
As we look back over our personal exper- 
iences, we realize that we were but a stud- 
ent learning in the school of life, trying in 

our little way to find the true and right, 
diadaining rewards from those who conceal 
the 11 trail of the vile worms from the right 

of boneel | pie for their own selfish In- 
ternet" 

Delhi. N. Y. 



Funeral of Life-Long Freethinker 



Joseph A. Conant, of Ft. Fairfield, 
Passes Away at Age of 79 Y< 
Beautiful Tribute to His 



(By George E, Baxter*) 
Joanne Conant. who reeided at Port Fair- 
held. Maine, a Freethinker of many yuan 
■tending, a Blade •ubecriber, a devoted 
friendi to every humanitarian movement, 
eroeaed the grant river on Augue* 81, last. 

; ,,id the cause baa lost on,, of its most 
faithful champions. He was 7!» years of 

age, He requeeted that no religioui eere- 

moniea or prayers he used a» his funeral. 
jm( | bil -'ii. Uaae, with whom he lived, re- 
spected hla father'- leaf wish. Tim at 

tendanee at his funeral was unusually 

large and their eloaeat attention was givao 

to the ipeaker. efuaic was furnished and 
addreaa, by reqoeet was delivered by 
Oaorge P. Baxter, of Andover, N. B. The 
latter ha- kindly furniehed his address to 
the Blade for publication, which follows: 



Dear friends: 

This is an occasion when we are brought 



faee to face with that u.vat mystery that 
we call death. 

The funeral rite is a natural sacrament 
which ha- been observed, in some form, by 
; ,l! people, from the earliest period Of the 
world's history, and we are assembled here 
today, in accordance with an impulse, as 
universal as the human race, to perform 

the lent earthly duty towards him who now 

lies in the stillness of death before us. In 
I he preeenee of death how beliefs ami dog- 
mas wither and decay. In every heart 
there -rows the sacred flower of eternal 
hope. Immortality is a word that hope 

baa bee,, vhiepering to love through all 

the agef past. 

[gnorantj anxious humanity have evef 
stood upon the brink of the open grave and 
peered into its darksome -loom, but it has 

bad t<» content it self with what eonaolntion, 

faith and hope and love could uive. 

pur this faith and love and hope we are 
not indebted to any priesthood or any 
church or any book. It is born of human 

affection, and has ebbed and Rowed in the 

human heart all down the ages and is still 

found where love kiaaea the lips of death. 
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ReligioUl superstition boni€ of priest 
craft and divine revelations Iijis over 
prayed upon these noble feelingi of t In- 
human heart, end made dee>tfa to he ■ mis- 
take in the eeonotnv of nature. Killed the 

future lit*' with pbsntomi of podi .uni 
devils, .*»inl made tin' iweel idee of immor- 
tality, ;i bqtm instssri ol a bleating. 

Hut ere rejoiee to know thai these gloomy 
dogmas end Jiightmsrci tsughl so persist 
ently in oofheetion with death sit fast 

pSSSing away' and a mora cheerful view is 
being entertained. 

Why weep ye then for him, who, having 

won 

The bound of man's Sppointed wars a: 
last, 

[ifs'l blessingl all enjoyed, life's labours 

done, 

Serenely to his final rest lias passed. 

And I am gild that he has li\e,i thus long, 
And gUd (hat he has pone to his reward. 

Nor deem that kindly nature did him WAOftg 
Softly to disengaged the vital cord 

When his weal hand grtW palsied, and bin 

eye 

Dark with the mist.-' of SgS, it was his lime 
to die. 

While the soft memory of his virtues, yet, 

Linger, like twilight hues, when the bright 

sun is set. 

The ehoir then ISng the following favor- 
He verses, admired hy the deeeased : 
Lay me low. my work is done, 

I am Weary, lay me lew. 
Where the wild Mowers woe the sun 

Where the balmy hts ass s blow, 

Where the hntterfly takes wing, 

Where the willows drooping grow, 

Where the sprimr birds ehirp and ling, 
I am weary, let me «ro. 

I have striven hard and Kottg, 
In the world's unequal ftght, 

Always to resist the WTOttg, 
Always to maintain the right . 

Always with OflUrSgSOUl heart. 
Ever Striving truth to know; 

Brothers, r have played my pari 

T am weary let me go. 

Shield and huekler bang them up. 
Drape the standard on the wall. 

1 have drained the mortal cap 

To the finish, dTCgl and all ; 
Now my work i^ SOBS, 'ti-; hest 

That T hence in peace should go; 
It is finished, let me rest j 

I am weary, let me BO, 

The Address. 

I am here to fulfil a plsdge given to 



Brother Conanl some yean ago, thai if r 

should survive him. I WOllld officiate at his 

funeral, and it is a lourae ol mnefa gratifl- 

eation to me that his wishes can he nmi- 
plied with. 

Brother Conanl si you sra probably all 

aware, WSI very decidedly Opposed to the 

popular theology or the enrrenl doetrinei of 

Christianity, and he died in that frame of 

mind, and he was convinced that it would 
he bypoerisy and moehery for any priest 
or preaeher to read the popular funeral 
ritual ami praysn over his dead body 
during Ids life-time li i wanted no part in 
the ehristisn heaven, nor the christian 

bell, and DOW when the seal of death is 

placed upon his lips, it would he dishonor- 
able to di s r es pe c t his life-long convictions. 

During his long and busy life he had the 

courage "f Ids convictions He stood for 

what he thought WSI the truth when he 
stood practically alone. The men or women 

who have had the moral eoursgi to differ 

from the DOpnlar religioUl need, all down 

through the sentnriee, have proved to he 
benefaeton of their race, heroes, reform 

ITS, and saviors. When we laek the eour- 

sge of our eonvietioni we become thni 

•CrVCn and the eanse of truth and good 
BOSS is not advanced. If men and women 

generally had the eonrsge of their religions 

convictions, what a revelation would soon 
take place in the DOpulsr rsligioUl creed. 

In religions matters we appear to he 
guided by the dogmai of priesterafl and 

the teachings of divitie revelation!, instead 
of our reason and Common sense. But the 

massee are gradually beginning to thins 

and it is every .lay becoming mora difficult 
for the SVerSge man and woman to believe 
the story of the garden of Eden with it's 
talking snake and it's man 'ike god, SI 

veritable history. The advanced students 
emong the clergy of most every denomina- 
tion, now regard these bible itoriei si 
fahies. myths, legends, not bistory and the 

time is near at hand when the mythical 
character of the new testament doctrines 
will also be admitted. l>oe< it not 10001 
very nnicli like a myth to say that a man 
WSI horn who had a holy ghost for a 
father, and SOnSSfljnsntly he must he the 
son of <rod. or that a man who was dead 

snd buried, should come to life again, live 

for weeks anions his friend* Snd then 

balloon-like go up into tin' sir "at of right 

and never come down again. That SOundl 

as mask Use a fable as the itory of the 
gardes of Bdsa, or the building «^f the 

tower of Babel or the stoi v of donah and 
tin* whale. We can not estimate how much 
the world is Indebted to the men and WO 
men of the past who had the courage of 
their convictions We are llowly hut surely 

advancing in religions thought. 

The dogmSI of an eternity of endless tor 
msnt, of a heaven paved \\ i t 1 » gold where 
the chief occupation is singing. The doc 



trine of a vicarious atonement and similar 
doctrines are not now helieved and fan-lit 
as they W< re .'10 years SgO when I BrSl he 

came scqusinted with our deported friend, 
came scqusinted with our departed friend. 

And who CSS tell how much his influence 

bai contributed to bring sboul this changi 

of public sentiment. The religioUl gTOWtk 
of public sentiment in a rational and leicn- 

tiflc direction may h measured hy the fol- 
lowing beautiful poem hy President Hyde 

Bowdoin tJniversity. * * * 

The advanced thinkers SBSOttg the preach 

era of tin' popular religion now claim that 

the doctrine of the resurrect ion. and a 
future life is the baeil of the chrUtion re- 
ligion. Hence it is that on funeral occa- 
sions this doctrine as lit forth hy Paul, is 
the ritual used to gin comfort and consola- 
tion from the grief caused hy death. What 

mockery to offer a- consolation to the gritf- 
stricken heart the doctrine of the resur- 
rection of the body when time cease to he 
no nior. . Paul tried to prove a future life 

and the resurrection of the body from the 

lowing of I 1 and the Harvest that was 

produced from it. Put we know now that 
Paul was decidedly in error in his nature 
st u. lies. When he says "thou fool that 

which thou s west is not quickened sseepi 

it die." It" the seed dies- it never quickens, 
it never grow*. When anything dies it 
never comes up iti the same form Sgsin. 
Il is resolved into its kindred elements. 

dust to dust, gai to gas, mineral to mineral, 

to reappear in other forms of life. Tn the 

poetic words of Bryant i 

"My heart is awed within DM when I 
think of the great miracle that still gOCI OH 
in lilenee around me the perpetual work 
of thy Creation finished yet renewed for 
ever Lol All grOW old ami die hut see 
Sgsin how on the faltering footstepe of de- 
cay youth presses ever gay and heautiful 
youth, in all its heautiful form*." 

Why do arc worry oumeivei sboul the 

tomorrow of life. If there is another state 

of existence it will he because that is the 

order of nature, and time will soon give us 

all that knowledge, As Dr. Wilson in one 

of hi- funeral oratiom pointedly remarks: 
"While none of us know what the future 
will he. still, of this one thing we may all 
DC Mire when a man il dead, he will know 
every hit as nmch as ho knew before he 

was bora* 

Where were we hefore we were horn? 
That don't trouhle us. Where shall we he 
when we cease to exist .' Whv should we 
try to answer that QJUSStionf In the poetic 

Isngnage »>f Ingeraoll i 

"Life is a narrow rale between two eter- 
nities, we itHvC in vain to look beyond the 

heights We cry aloud! And the only 

answer is the echo of our WSiHng cry — 
from the voiceless lip- of the unreplyinLT 

dead there come- qc word hut in the night 
(Continued on page 12.) 
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Mail li now practically the master of earth, sea ami iky. 

The wonderful, ami once deemed impossible, inventions 
of locomotion, through iteam, electricity, ate., girdling 
continents, gave man mastery over the earth'* surface, 
leaving soam a spot unexplored, and taking tor granted 
the report that two Americani have reached the polar 
territory, the whole surface of the globe no* at man'i 
command. For several yean past there lias been in use 
soatt of ji lubmarine character, moving rapidly beneath 
the waters of old ocean, under intelligent guidance, and 
with tin- numberless craft that sail the billowy surface, 
carrying men ami merchandise from one oountry t » another, 

the ess Itself is now under the OOntro] of man. The recent 

iuccea s ful flight of machines in the air, heavier than the 
atmosphere with capabilities of guidance ami control, 
brings the air itself within the category of man's con- 
quests, ami in a little while it will legem almost Impossible 
to suirire* *t other channels for man'i inventive genius to 
expend itself. 

Sm-li achievement- SS these would have been impossible 

ami were so considered when a belief in god and the ortho- 
dox religion were almost Universal. The inference th-'li, 

is, that only as man has <lrawn away from god, discarded, 
or disregarded any such belief, ba« the-.' inventions end 
discoveries' been made possible. Kven in the arduous un- 
dertaking of reaching the fro/en territory <>f I a- Worth 



)>o|e, as may be inferred from the reo »rts of both cl iimaiits 
so far published, there was no thought of god or prayer, 
nor did either of them or any of their attendants, place 
any reliance on god or prayer, to reach thi long coveted 
goal, but ample provisions were made to satisfy the physical 

demands, and secular Instruments wrens used In the long 
and weary march to enable them to reach their jounny's 

end. Had either Cook or Tear/ dropped th"ir means of 

travel, <>r their scientific instruments hv the wayside, and 

relied on god and prayer, their ambition WOtji never have 

been gratified, and the physical (aetf already in evidence 

show that man can do much better without y *Vl help than 
with it. 

Progress is seen on every hand, on every tide and in 
every direction, save in theology and the ortiiodos religion. 

These are the same old childish prodigies that WON taught 
to children centuries ago. Neither theology or orthou* )\y 
are capable of plOgrosi D<xs not, progress mean change? 
Then would Dot change destroy hoth sWotogy ml ortho- 
doxy | Both are completed. They have- reached their final- 
ity. The return How of the tide has set in and hoth are 
on the down grade. Science has wrested the cosmos frun 
the control of the gods, and with the masterful Inventions 
we have outlined, placed it under the MMttrol « f man. 
Therefore, man bai now no use for gods, religion, churches 
or priests. They represent the dark ages of the wildei m 
of human intellect, ami all will flee in fright from the 
horizon of man's vision as his intellect hroadens and 'eep 
ens. Every material advance ha- carried man farther 
away from god or a belief in god. M<*n are no longer ques- 
tioning theology about a fanciful theory of '.leaven or a 
dread mythical bell, but they question the slameuti for 
further ami greater Improvements, availing thetusolw nf 

long hidden resources and limitless energy. N at lire's ' ast 

storehouse is now becoming man's property, end In the 

glory of this conquest HO god will ever participate. 

Modern science had scarce been born ere it began u y > 
question i very conclusion aivaneed by then.ot£«, For thifc 

theology turned with malice and envy Upon this new child 
of the human hrain. Kvery new Idea advanced, every 

though! uttered, was received with ridicule ami bitterly 

denounced as high treason against the heavenly hierarchy. 
But science struggled on amid pains and penalties of the 
most violent order, until human control over innumerahle 
of the natural forces became a fact and Use hitherto glory of 

Jehovah was dimmed The intensity of the conflict be- 
tween science ami religion, embodied in the personality of 

soientifie men and the priesthood, simply served as a stim- 
ulant to men of more active mind, which encouraged and 

cheered them, for behind all and beyond all they saw and 

felt that the triumph of science was certain. On the 
Other hand, the church resorted to trickery and Mihterfuge. 

The moment this oourse bad been taken, the church began 

to lose its control, and it fell into a harmless di-use. Men, 
that is, some men, ami sonic women, it todaj for selfish 
and pecuniary purposes, and this is the last remaining 
merit the church can DOMt 
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With the constant entries into new fields, the unexplored 
now being brought Into the realm of the explored, the un- 
known brought Into the realms of the known, ii would be 
sheerest folly to set ji limit to the oonqueeti of the human 
mind 

A> wn aid in this glorious inareh of progress, Free- 
ili sjgjhl hsj served its purpose well* It may not have been 
able to prevent many aoti <»t' religious injustice and intoler- 
ance inflicted upon individuals end communities in the 
name of s loving and merciful Christ, but it has cheered 
and urged on men of master minds, encouraging them to 
Mill deeper researches and investigations, acting as a stim- 
ulant, clearing away the debris of controversy, shouldering 
the heaviest guns in the battle of intellect, and biasing a 
pathway for other intrepid minds to tread upon. Our 
constant and oean less war upon the church and church 

authority has served the purpose of compelling the ehureh 
and her priests to turn their attention to us while men and 
women penetrated into unknown depths without the church 

knowing what they were actually doing. Drawing the tire 
of the enemy's guns towards ourselves, we have saved 

SCtsntiflc men much hitter h utility and theological ob- 
struction. Freethought forced tin* church to take the de- 
fensive and she has had little time during the past fifty 

years to devote to sggressivc propaganda ■ 

Should the <piestion he Sgsio asked as to \ hat benefit 

Freethought baa conferred upon the race, point to these 
achievements ami the tongue of falsehood and slander will 
he effectually silenced. 

MEETING CALLED FOB ST. LOUIS. 

The Blade expresses the hope that by this time enough 
has been said by Freethinkers writing to its columns upon 
the subject of organisation to convince all who are Inter 
ested that we must have an organisation, snd not permit 

this splendid opportunity to pass hy without taking that 

action necessary to bring ' ! into existence. 

In this issue will he found several additional letters on 

the subject Only one has 10 far been received which ex- 
presses the ilightest doubt concerning the prospective suc- 
cess of such an organization, and that doubt i- qualified 
to such an extent that it i> not in opposition to the move 
incut. We call attention to each and all of ihese letter! 
because from them we can learn the general drift of Freer 
thought sentiment in the country, and each new idea ittf 
gested gives mental food for those who are willing to tako 
an active part in its formation. 

We have been privately advised not to proceed too 

rapidly to the organising point, hut to take thin-- caution- 
ly and sure. This advice is wholesome, Too much haste 
might rnin the purpose we have in view. For this reason 

we luggest that the middle of November would he a more 
appropriate season for holding the proposed meeting, ami 

that it should DC held either at Cincinnati Of St. Louis. 

Either point would be scoeptable to s large number of our 
friends, and we believe that the mouth of November would 



Hud the majority with more leisure time at their disposal 
ami inure to the better interests of the movement. 

It may he itated right here, that the Blade is in pos- 
Mession of the names and sddrcsscs, as well ;i< a partial 
knowledge of their ability, of a number of men and women 

who are willing ami anxioui to engage in field work in 
behalf of Freethought, and the organization could conven- 
iently consider ways and means of putting them to work. 
It may not he possible to start them out all at one time. 
We can do this by taking one at a time, and as die demand 

increases provide means for supplying it. We need have 

no tear SOiar SI the propaganda is concerned, hut We need 

the brains and the necessary financial aid to atari a prop- 
aganda in some way. Keeping in touch with these (de- 
ments, and drawing to our aid the I. rain. linBW and the 

combined strength of all friends of the cause, we can con- 
struct a winning platform, adopt a winning system of 

propaganda, and make the organisation a power for i I 

in the land. 

Our present inclination is t<> call the meeting for St. 
Louis as the larger number naming any place have sug- 
gested it, ami for the second Sunday in November, which 

will he the 11th of that month. It seems to us, from all 

the expression! given, that the date ami place of the meet- 
ing a- here given will he the most practical and the mOSt 
lUitabk for the majority. If, however, later opinions are 

given which would induce a change, that change can readily 

he made. This is not final, or conclusive. We wish to 
ploasfl a- many a- possible, and finally call the meeting at 
such a place as will he most convenient to the IsrgCf num- 
ber Snd best adapted to the purposes we have under con- 
sideration. 

For fear the offioeri and members of existing societies, 
organised for Freethought purposes, should he inclined t«> 
the belief that the new organisation, ss proposed, is being 
designed '<» supplant them, we srish to state that the sole 

object in view is to unite all upon a common platform, and 

to this end all existing societies are invited to tend a dele- 
gate and be represented at this meeting to discuss the form- 
ative principles thereof. The main object in view i- to 

blend all into one harmonious whole upon a purely Free- 
thought hasis, SJ Opposing sacerdotalism, theology, and 
kindred cults thereto, minus many of the ismi that have 
wrecked former s«H-iefies of this character. Realising that 
the work we have thus assumed is of gigantic proportions, 

an undertaking of vast importance to the cause we advo- 
cate, no men" play house for children, it is n ecessa r y that 

we proceed with all due caution that no mistake shall be 
made, no disscnsioni spring therefrom, hut when once for- 
mally announced it will bring the mass of Liberal people 

in America to tin- new standard we are sbout I ■» plant. 

Under these circumstances, provided no ssrkms opposi- 
tion made during the next few days, the meeting of Free 
thinker- for the purpose of launching the new organisation 

will ho held at St. Louis on Sunday, the 11th day of 

November. 

Now let all those who have promised to attend, prepare 
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themselves for this meeting. So arrange your business 
and domestic affairs i hat you can U* at the meeting, tnd 
■tart right now to make those preparation*, !><» not put 

thifl off until it is tOO late, and then wish you had started 

sooner. Let all who can, attend the meeting. Come with 
advice, mggeslioni and oounieL Remember that the whole 
i- alwayi greater than i part, and it i- also much wiser. 
The cause needs your help. It needi yon. It needs every 

man an<l woman whose heart beatl for humanity and for 

humanity alone. Lei us have i meeting that will ring 
forth ■ new Declaration of Independence, i fitting tribute 
to the Centennial year of the death of America*! greatest 

patriot. Like him, let us each -ay that "These are the 
times that try men'- lOuls," hut we must include women as 
well. Let each and all OSJt from the heart and mind any 

pen mil or selfish motive we may have entertained, but 
sink personality into the common good 

Better p ro gre ss ha- been made toward- the end here de- 
-hvd than th<- Blade had anticipated. This li decidedly 
encouraging. Let everybody now get in line. If you can- 
not attend the meeting, send a letter of encouragement, 
and in it give expression to your view- concerning the or- 
ganisation. Thii much will he of help, The letter being 
read and the luggestions discussed, some good may be 
drawn therefrom. I><> not leave thii for the <»ther man or 
woman to do, hut do it yourself. These letter- may he ad- 
dressed to the Blade offioje a- a temporary convenience, and 
they will he carefully preserved for the meeting when it is 

held. We Want a perfect ll od of them. More than this, 
however we want a- large an attendance ;i- it i- possible 

t" get, 

W ith Si. Louis BS the rallying }»oint. we OUght to draw a 

large number of Freethinker- from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Iowa. Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
Tennessee, and other points. There is no reason why the 
meeting ibould not prove a record breaker, Now friend-, 
remember— 

.St. Louii 

November l Jth— 

At !» o'clock a. m. 

THE FOREIGN BIBLE sociKTY. 

It i- a well known fact that an object of vision will BS- 
HUne a- many different aspect! a- there are Rtandpointl 

from which it may be viewed. Take one hundred different 
persons, allow them to each view the lame object, and each 
will naturally deliver himself of s different opinion, formed 
upon honest reflection, perhaps, hut arising from having 

viewed the object from different standpoints. 

There i~ yet another principle to he applied to the for- 
mation of opinion. Self interest, or egoism. An Investi- 
gator who -tart- out with preconceived QOtioni and who 

leeki nothing hut corroborative testimony with which to 
luatain then- notions, will magnify all that favors his per 

Dona] rieWS and belittle that which Opposes. The result, 
if desired, can thus be readily attained, hut the honest 



investigator goes after a result independent of what it may 
he, and announces whatever he attains no matter whom it 
may help or injure. 

The former class of investigation seemi to have been in 
rlulged t<» a large extent by representativef of that organi- 
sed n known a- the Foreign Bible Society, the oolportuen 

of which are animated by -elf inteiv-t at the xcw inception 
of their Self-assumed duties. When any man 0T woman 

can readily take upon themselves the fancied duty of dis- 
tributing bibles free of cost to md among the people of 

Other nations, we are hound to first assume that he or she 

really believes that it Is i g 1 thing I i have Rueh people 

read the bible and that it is their hea ven-ordained duty 

to get the bible into as many hands and home- ai possible. 

With this understanding in view, we are justified in the 
assumption that these people are actually biased in favor 

of the bible, without thought or reason, ami as naturally 

prejudiced against any and all human bcingl who refuse 
to accept the hihle as a nift from their hands. 

We have just read the selected parts of reports from the 
agents <>f this Foreign Hihle Society, a- these selectioni 

have been given to the daily papers of America, the select- 
ions being made with a view to siding in a further extor- 
tion of cash t<»r an extension of this kind of labor in for- 

• ign fields. From these reporti we learn that the pe rs ons 

submitting them, denounce certain people of EuVOpeafl 

countriei a- being "atheiati and socialists," and op po sed 

to "botfa god and Scripture." These reports then gO on to 

describe the class of people referred to as being "densely 

ignorant" for the very simple reason that they declined to 
accept hooks bibles and tracts, telling of a crucified savior. 

These itatements, to the thinking mind, cannot be made 
to agree, The my fad that i man can be described as an 
atheist implies that be has done some reading and t hin k in g 
upon subjeoti of theology, and, therefore, \< not to be class 
ed si "ignorant" so Ear ai religious matters are concerned. 

On the other hand, when a man is admittedly a socialist, 
it i- a lafe eonclusion that he has studied and thought upon 

matters pertaining to the social economy, and in this re- 

-pect he is far from being ignorant A- a matter of fact, 
both atheism and socialism are products of education, and 

both are ;i itanding protest against tyranny, the one re- 
ligious tyranny and the Other economic tyranny. Could 
the facts really be known in the matters repotted hy the 
Sgentl of the Foreign Bible Society, the men who refused 

to accept Bibles as gifts were far better educated than the 

one making the olTer, and knew more concerning the evill 
resulting from biblical influences than the whole hihle SOci 

ety combined 

We arc justified in assuming that disappointment at 
the rebuffs met with, Induced the agents to submit such a 
report. Thii assumption li based upon the known fact 
that the society they represented and the agents themselves, 

limply desired to make new converts, from bible reading, if 
possible, so that they could he induced to part with some of 
their hard-earned money for the benefit of the society, and 



1 



BLUE GRASS BLADE, 



the agents, ostensibly to jKTinit of an extension of the work 
of distributing bibles, a sort, of purchasing more iheep for 
the sake of die fleece. The "ignorance" of the people 
whom these sgentl so unjustly criticise, can only be as 
.sinned by the sgents, i retail of i dwarfed intellect, b 
narrowed vision and a prejudiced mind. Personal knowl- 
edge of the mental make up of thote who lind pleasure in 

distributing bibles and tracts on religion! subjects, will 

impress any man or woman with the feeling that they are 
not destined to set the world <>n lire with their intellect, 
off to >tartle the race with lome new and useful discovery. 

They are M useful Si the bible, and no more. They are 

incompetent to judge of the intellectual meriti or demeriti 
of other people. Their opinion adds no weight A distort- 
ed vision produces a di-tortod conception of thinirs. liihle 
society agents naturally helieve, as may he inferred fr m 

their occupation, that to curse and abuse their fellowman 
gives greater glory to their god and profits to themselves. 

Thus it has ever been, and alwayi will hi', so Ion-:' ;i- there 
be IndustrioUf fooll enough to keep the superstition on its 
feet. 

The society's sgentl may luoceed in fooling the officers 

into believing that which they have reported, but millions 

Of Americans will judge the Sgentl leM kindly, though with 

feelings of charity, for their vain sentiment-. The one 

-real trouble with this cla^s of people [| that they in-i-t 

upon viewing mankind through theological ipeotacles in- 
stead of discard in,-' the tinted glasses and using the miked 
eye. 

MAN S OBIGIS AND DESTINY. 

Once sgain we refer to the coming publication of Dr. 
Hausman'i hook, which has been slightly delayed by the 
desire of the author to introduce some additional matter, 
now under consideration. While bearing somewhat upon 

the subject matter of the book Itself, these will appear in 

the form of an appendix, which, with the insertion of the 

criticisms and replies have served to delay the date «»t' 

publication and Issue. 

It is now unnecessary I I Urge upon our reader- the 

necessity "t" iccuring a wide distribution "t" 'hi- hook. It- 
value to the oanse of reform and progress i- not t«» he 
lightly estimated With the criticisms that will he publish- 
ed of it> pagSS, and the replies of the author, then' i- men 

tal food for all elates of people. 

When we consider that Prof. Ilaeckel has iccepted ami 

endorsed tin- main tenets advanced, \ti value for propa- 
ganda purposes i> enhanced. We no* request that in 
tending lubscriben do at one.-, while those who have 
•ubseribed send in their subscription price as soon as 
possible. 

If we have no mechanical mi-hap- in the printing and 

binding departments, we hope to have the hook ready for 
mailing before the end of the present month. 
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EDITORIAL POTPOUBI, 

It i> with many sincere regreti thai the Editor was un- 
able i" attend the recent convention of the Buckeye Secular 
Union, and thii will account for the delay in getting i 
report of the proceedings. Business of the highest im- 
portance !<► the Blade demanded our presence at the <>ttic.-, 
hut we hope to make up for it another time. 

* * * 

Every Freethinker should have hi- eyes turned toward 
St. Louis, and remember that the date ii set for November 

1 1. This will prove an important item for the future wel- 
fare and progress of our cause. 

a # e 

Wordsworth informs us that "heaven lie- about us in 

our infancy," but it manages tO -lip away from us long 

before wo get old enough cease wearing swaddling 

clothes. The church Sees to it that we get plenty of the 
other place after that. 

* * it- 
Many years SgO it was .-aid hv Theocritus, thar it had 

been decred by heaven that of man his fellowman should 
-tand in need, and while the sentiment i- sublime, we 
merely beggar to differ with the scholarly Greek a- to the 
source of the decree. 

h i- reported that Parkhurst once -aid that hell was on 
both sides of the tomb, hut it was alwayi intended for the 
other fellow, especially the one who did not see the uni- 
verse from our particular point of view. 

* * * 

Try ami remember, friend-, that we arc now seoepting 
new subscribers at the rate of one dollar for the first year. 

After that, provided they are pleased enOUgfa with the 
paper to continue with it, they can do BO at the tegular rate. 

This reduction is made a- a means of getting ir Introduced. 
■ * * 

The Granger, published at Auburn, Nebraska, edited 
by J, II. Dundas, recently published sirs. Henry's poem, 

"Prisoners of rate," which appeared in the Ulade SOUM 
week- SgO, 

a * * 

We wish to congratulate Bro. Davis upon the Bne appear- 
ance of the Humanitarian Review, snd we express a pro- 
found pleasure that Brother Kraut/ has made a re-entry 
into it- service. 

* * * 

Fr a report recently submitted t<> the Blade by Pros. 

A. c. Clausen, of Bt Ansgar, Iowa, of the work he has 
through the Ex-Ministers' Correspondence Bureau, 
which he i- conducting, we observe that an excellent -tart 
hss been made and considerable advantage may result from 

hi- efforts. We need many more men with the heart and 

mind and energy of Bro. Clausen. 
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FUNERAL OF LIFE-LONG FREE- 



( Continued fro* page 7.) 

of death hope Mil I star and listenini: love 
can hear the rustle of I vtaf." 

l! ll tBC dictates of loVC, tliat causes us 
to cherish the hope of meeting our loved 
MM, tliat bmi pOfltod ill tlic journey of 

lifi beyond oar horiaon. s.» itnung is the 

desire. Ihat we think with Whither 

( 4 Boom bow, come where, meet we must," 

Of with Klla Wheeler Wilcox in her beauti- 
ful poMi The Beyond: 

It IHMllh such I little way to me across 
that ■tmngi country— the Beyond 

And yet m.t strange for it has frown to be 

the home of those I am M fond 
They make it seem fami'iar and most dear. 
As journeyine; friends bring distant regions 

near. 

1 never iUnd above :i MOT and Mi 

The seal of death set on lORM well loved 
face 

Hut that I think "One more to welcome me 
When I shall OTOCI the intervenimj CpaCC 

Between this land ami that one over there 
One more to make the Mian-*' Beyond 
-.•.■in fair. 

Hilt flitndl thil i> sentiment, poetry, 
imagination. If we must believe in a 
future life let it be n cheerinir and inspir- 
ing one. Hut the immortality that we 

should desire and should strive to obtain 
is to live in the deeds we do. It* we live in 
the deeds we do, ROW ini|M»rtant bcCOmCI 
e\ei y ;ict . Huw brim l ull of meaning is 

every boar of oniatenco. This rioo of lav 

mortality demands that we have the coin- 
age of our convietions. It dcmatids fidelity 
to our highest conceptions of right and 
duty. It demands that we think and plan 
and work for the general good. We ma\ 
dltam Of another lite, where misspent time 
can be Improved, ami we even enjoy the 
reverie, but let us here and now enjoy the 
happiness that flows from that truer im- 

mortality of bl owing mankind in the daadi oi 

do — Tf we have grasped this practical view 

of immortality oa need ^ri ^ <• onraalvoj little 

of no concern about the state of <>ur souls 
in a not her sphere of existence beyond the 
gMTC. The right use of this world is the 
only pnaitMt preparation for another — if 
there be another— and if there be not an- 
other, future irenerations will find if easier 
to do the right, and to enjoy more of the 
higher pleasures of the world, because we 
have lived and toiled and died. Tu this 
sense our departed brother is immortal. 
The world is the better for his having 
lived and foiled and died. When a yottllg 
man scarcely out of his teens with his 
youthful bride by his side, he carved out of 
the forests a home for themselves and the 
children born unto them— nine sons and 



two daughters. He had faith in well 
directed labor to overcome the difficult ies 
of life. He prayed more by doodl than 
words. He believed that virtue was it- 
own reward and vice its own punishment. 
He u;is early in life convinced of that sub- 
lime truth the World i* governed by wise 
immaterial law and in his philosophy of 
life there was no need of godf DOT devils. 
Tin- individual dies but the race is im- 
mortal May the inspiration of his life in- 
spire his sons with high, manly ideals of 
life and duty. Let us bear in mind that 
the great law of moral rectitude is inherent 
in humanity and is not depending for its 
sanction upon any belief in a hereaftu. 
much less upon any particular theory of an 
after life. The moral law is a gTOal fact 
in human nature, it is one of the everlast- 
iii- verities tliat remain amid the downfall 
of cited- and dogmas. No matter what 
our views are about the soul or an after 

life we mnat submit onr conduct to the test 
of the greai laws of right. That theory of 

the hereafter is best which brings the most 
inspiration and strength to discharge the 
duties of the hour. The future is wisely 
hidden from our view. The present only is 
ours, and every moment brings its own 

obligation*, We should all be obligated to 

develop the nobler faculties of our nature- 
ami daily to approach to our ideal of a 
perfect manhood and womanhood. If we 
do this the World will be (he beffer for our 

having lived. Let us be remembered by the 
good we havo done. Let us be so engaged 
iii the honorable diaeharge of the duties of 

lite that we will have no time to \v;i>lc in 
idle foreboding! and anxious fears about 
the condition of our souls in another state 
of existence. 

"We are waitiiej for the coming 

Of that bright ami florioUl day. 
When the clouds that dim our vision 

Will have rolled at last away. 
And the lijrht that now is hidden 

From our sad and weary eyes. 
Ureal beyond the dark deep river 

Where the solemn secret lies. 

Shall we find those gOM before us, 

Standing on the other shore, 

With their hands stretched Oft! in welcome. 

(Had to clasp our own once more; 
Shall we loved ones leave behind us 

Hut to meet again oa Ugh, 

In | realm all peace ami beauty. 
Far above tin- summer sky. 

Or lhall we when life is over. 

Hut lie down to <|iiiet rest. 
With onr brains unvoted forever. 

Folded hands upon the breast. 
In a sleep that knows no waking. 

Where no raftering or pain, 

Through the comin«r of the a<_'es. 
Shall disturb our dreams ajjrain. 
/ 



None can tell us— and the questions 

That we ask have no reply. 
Let us live our lives with patience, 

Do our duty till we die, 
For we know whatever follows 

After life or endless rest, 
He who gave us hearts for bvittg, 

Must do all thing! for the best." 

At the Grave. 

Dear friends: 

Sorrow for the dead is the only sorrow 
from which we refuse to be divorced. 
Every other wound we aaeh tc heal, every 

other affliction to forget} but this wound 

we consider if a duty to keep open. The 
love which survives the tomb is one of the 
noblest attributes of the soil. There is a 
Voice from the tomb sweeter than iOttg. 
There is a remembrance of the dead to 
Which we turn, even from (he charms of 

the living. 

Oh, the gravel The gravel It buries every 
error; covers every defect; ext in^uishes 

every reacntment. From its peaceful 

bosom eprittg none but fond lOgreil and 
tender recollections. The grave of those 
we love is a place for meditation. In this 
pcaccfnlf silent couch we lay the mortal 

remains of our departed brother to eleup 

the lOttgf dreamless sleep of death. On Hie 
top of mother earth. We are consoled by 
the thought that the dead are at rest. Kyes 
that are curtained by the drapery of death, 
shed no tears of jrricf: hearts of dust do 
not feel. It is the living heart that feels. 
Let us so live (hat when the summons 
comes to join the innumerable caravan that 
moves toward that mysterious realm, where 
each shall take his place in the silent halls 
of death, we go m>t like the ijuarry slave 
at nigfatj scourged to his duttgOOO but 
soothed and sustained by an unfaltering 
trust — approach the grave like one who 
wraps the drapery of his com b around h'm 
and lies down to pleasant dreams. Let us 
now resolve, as a parting tribute to our 
departed brother, that henceforth we will 
be more faithful and affectionate in the 

diaeharge <d* our duty to the living. 



Favors Organization Strongly. 

MATHIS, OA. -I am in favor of organi- 
zation on a broad platform. T was turned 
out of the Haptisf Church about thiry yean 
agO| on a charge Of heresy, and have been 
almost alone in the Agfal for fraethottght. T 
am in favor of Freethinkers .,r*ranizinir in 
every atatC and OOUnty, and especially a 
National organization. T am an Atheist 
ami so declare myaelf independently. Von 
know what T have had to encounter. T can 
not be at the convention but will become a 
member, ami aid all T can. Yours for free 
thought <o the finish.- E. W. SHIRLEY. 
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We Must Organize. 

MT. VERNONj onio.— i do not under- 
stand how anv doubt «*a n exist as to the 

necessity foi orgAniiation. The principles 
of troethoughl Art In dan^ir. We ar«* 

divided And many of us art* not aware of 
our strength. Ko cause <*:ui live If its fol- 
loWOIl Aft scattered. The religionists have 
united. Superstition pr< sent s a linn array. 
Its ranks arc unbroken. Its followers air 
bold in line by the priests and preachers. 
Kvery cliureli lias its organization. W* 
must organize. We must establish a head- 
quarters ami organize an nbU corps of 
speakers. These speakers will cover much 
•rroiind in a short lime. They will spread 
the principles of t'reet hou-lit and shatter 
all god theories. Atheism will sweep 
through the land, dethroning -o<ls, ami re- 
storing BaAAOO. 

Kvery year will timl us stronger. Our 
cause will he -aiiied. We shall witness the 
complete triumph of Atheism. To do this 
we must organize and contribute gener- 
ously. CAAI is needed. The future is 
bright Hut OUT cause is lost it' we remain 
in our present condition. Laws will be 
passu! suppressing our publications. The 
mails will be denied us, ami who can say 
that the prison will not claim us.' The 
DOWtr Of the church is growing. Eight god 
houses are erected each day in the United 
States alone. 

The preacher's voice is heard in the law- 
making body of OAT nation. Can we ex- 
pect any mercy from triumphant Chris- 
tianity the reli-ion based on crime? His- 
tory will answer. As wealth increases and 
an aristocracy appears, the church will 
-row stronger. It will be Afttd as an in- 
strument of oppression. History will re- 
peat itself AfAin, The church and the aris- 
tocracy will unite ami the principles of 
PrOttAOIIgBl will disappear in the black sea 
ot i-noranee. HAROLD BANKING. 



ITHACA. N. V. I have read some of the 
discussion in regard to organization which 
has appeared in the Blttf Crass Itlade of 
late. I will say that I should he very glad 
of an organization if it can be consum- 
mated on lines that will bring success. To 
unite the different factions of Krcethou-ht 
in a close organization is probably as im- 
practical as to unite the different sects of 
the orthodox church. However the various 
orthodox denominations have formed a 
loose organization known as the Kvan^elieal 
Alliance, and through this are able to work 
together in certain -eiieral ways, as for in- 
stance, missionary work. In a similar man- 
ner i think it feasible to form an alliance 



of the different Freet houyht factions. NMB 
Al Atheists, Secularists Materialists, Ag- 
nostics, Freethinkers. Spiritualists, etc., for 
the purpose of uniting their elTorts on cer- 
tain dctinite lines of action, such as for in- 
itAn— j Taxation of Church Property, Re- 
striction of Church Intluences in Public 
Schools, Hemoval of Religious ftfottOOl from 
Coins, etc. The thinus that the factions 
could unite on to l>e determined in general 
council, in which, while the number of dele- 
gates should be unlimited the voting; power 
of each faction composing the alliance 
should be equal. In this way each faction 
would he fat t<> carry on its own propa 
-amlism. but could unite their tofOOl for 
specific dctinite action. Such an alliance I 
believe could be made permanent and 
highly benelicial; but I do not believe it 
POAAtbta t«> unite all the different liberal 
orders in a permanent close OfgAOiAAl ion. 
Very truly yours.— ('HAS. (J. BROWN. 



The Humanitarian Society 

IT.NTW A TBRj MICH. We are organ- 
izing as .John Wesley and Martin Luther 
orgAWiAtdj getting IHtmhori OM by one. 
NO| we shall not allow any National organi- 
zation to absorb us. The only authoiily we 
bow to is the authority of Truth* 

The last member who joined wrote t" AMI 
"I consider it a great honor to belong to 
such a society with such a membership, ami 
especially with such ap resident as 11. M. 
Ki.sk. I Vila, Iowa." 

u K. A. PITCH, 

M Wilmington, Vt. " 

Mr. Kisk devised our Obse»|uy Plan. I 
know of AO better plan. Wl;\ not adopt it ? 
If there is any Maw, or imperfect ion. either 
in our Obseqiiv Al rang, me- t I «-r in oar 
Constitution. 1, tor one, should like to has j 
somebody point it out. One solitary Free- 
thinker undertook to lin.l fault with our 
Humanitarian Society (the best name under 
which all liberal, f reel hinking mimls can 
unite), and. when I reviewed his object ions, 
he complained that I 14 grilled" him. Oh, 
no. 1 discussed his statements, assertions, 
and treated my OppoftOAl wit I i kindly con- 
sideration. It is our place AM Liberals to 
discriminate between persons ami prin- 
ciples, showing AO mercy to errors, but 
abundant courtesy to persons. 

In my numerous debates wlih clergymen 
several of them hurled al me the vilest 
epithets, and often impugned my motive-, a 
violation of one of | he |i,s| rules of logfc 
and honorable controversy. 

Let us hope that Freethinkers will always 
shun such tactics. W. K. JAMIKSON. 



For It and Will Join. 

PELLA, IOWA.- I am in favor of the 
new National organization and that the 
time of meeting in convention should be 
early a- October, and the place should be 
St. Louis or Cincinnati, or tOBM other cen- 
tral point I will attend said convention, 
and I will become a member and pledge my 

sup|M>rt in so far as i ; ,iu Able, providing 

the platform is broad enongfa for all liberal 
people to stand on. with plenty of elbow 
room. 1 would suggest that all people are 

eligible to membership who are in favor of 

free discussion, and are opposed to church 
domination. 1 don't care how many fodl 
OT gboote they may believe in. The free 
discussion will soon lop oil' tin- dead limbs, 
and re l e g A t l to the rear, the rubbish. And 
Ihi friu. and the beautiful, ami the good 
will be left to shine brighter than the noon- 
day sun. I do not mean to withdraw my 
support from any infidel orders to which I 
belong* They are all doing good and should 
be enppotied but I want to see them all in 
one. Yours for fl eet hou-ht and reform.— 
H. M. KISK. 



Heartily in Favor. 

AEDMORE, okla. I heartily approve 

of your plan (4. start a (rotthoilghl organi- 
zation, ami while it is ini|>ossible to attend 
I will be triad to become a member. Wish- 
in-- you good luck, I am. A. I. CARSON*. 

Straight Out For Organization. 

TOLLAND. CONN. I favor such an 
orgAniAAtioa as you name. I am with you. 
May not be able to attend the meetiiiu. but 
wo„M favor New York City for it. I will 
certainly become a member. —GEO. ft 

BAETLETT. 



NOAH'S FICTITIOUS FLOOD. 



(('out iuued from Pfcge ft.) 
(the Ark), represented by four bright 
stars. 

Thus we timl that the Bible story o( the 
flood is fictitious, and only the ancient 
agronomical drama of the heavens bromj.i 
to earth by K/ra and woven into a AttTAfr) 
tale to unite the admiration and wondc- 
of little children. 

In modern times, older people are igllOl • 
ant and foolish enongfa to believe the It h' ■ 
stories, and think it was the wrath of Qod 
that bfoagfal the flood, ami praise him for 
doing Mich a wicked act. 

People who investigate and find out the 
exact truth about the Ihble stories, as I 
have been doimr for the pASt.35 years, find 

that the Bible is not the word of <jod. but 

only a cidlectii.ii of novels and uurscr> 
tales written by monks far the purpose of 
enslaving the ignorant people. 
San DiegO, Calif. 
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Nauman's Orchestra 

E. D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN Cornet 

or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Dcsired« 

Over 500 pieces of the best music, suitable 
for any program, always on hand. 

Phone 128 1-2. Lock Box 800. 

SIGOURNEY, IOWA. 

A TRIP TO ROME 

By 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 
This work is acknowledged to be one of 
the best descriptive literary efforts of the 
century— A Freethinker's view of the old 
world and what he saw there. 

Cloth— $1.25 postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 

NEWS FROM THE WEST. 

IF YOU WANT 

to learn about the Western Slope of Colo- 
rado, good free Government land, favorab e 
rtlinquishments, subscribe to 

Norwood Record 

A. J. McNASSER, Publisher. 
Subscription Rates . 

One Year $1.50 

Six Months .50 

'Jhree Months .40 

Published Every Thursday. 

a 

J ^^^ BILL'S fWENUE 

^K9^^ makes you cheerful ami 
^HPP>^^ thoughtful. It 

. deparl inenl in t I..- \\ II I I I. 

^Brm* ^B<>>- I 

^■Vimi li yourself wHlllns 
Mtf'. >^J vMH. llllere^t f.>, what "Hill" 
^^K^^ffl^V hab lu 

^JT W ArmDONIHfV'lHnMT. 

r lal rurinlnu In the WHKKL 
"BILL" OF LI FK. It 1m written by 
Mary Ives Todd, theahlest writ »r of Liberal 
Action ■IneeOrmnl Allen. Md Is a beautiful 
presentation of the essentially modern 
problem of the Woman In BtMlflOM. 

THE. Wfi&&L OF LIFE, 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
OKHJINH, the origin oj Marriage, of Btblot, 
of KellKlon. Of Brotherhood, of the belief In 
Immortality. II treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes In 
the whole Wheel of Life, treating all lUbJectl 
In Huchaclear, plain and spicy way that t lie 
dust Is shaken our and t he y heroine as In- 
teresting as a novel to even the casual 
reader. Kencl 10 cent h for a si x months' trial 
subscription or a quarter fur a JTMI 

"CONFESSIONS OF f\ 
DRONE" by Joseph Med HI Patterson, 
author of A LITTLE BROTHER OF THE 
RICH." sent without extn charue wltha 
rt months' trial subscription to the WHEEL 
OF LIFE. Address 

LIFE PUB. CO., Desk A. St. Louis. Ma 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



Searchlight 

A 20-Page Liberal 
Monthly 



Published by J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas 

Price of Subscription $1 a Year 
Single Copies 10 Cents 

Write for a sample copy, which will be sent free. 



THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 

EUGENICS 

Formerly Known as Lucifer the Light Bearer 



The Pionoor Journal in Modern Times 

of in old and alm<-i fofgOttftU Ncicn.c, 

Um most Important of all n in et M i i 

•eienee >ucce>sfully ami openly taught ami 

praotieed by the ancient Grttki and Egyp- 
tian*, bul ignored, defeated, scorned by ill 
modern nations, Hi: the Science of Rigbt- 
Borning, the Beionot of Qood Generation. 

The Century Dictionary thai dcflnei 
Eugeniei: "The doctrine of ProgroM, of 

Evolution, especially in the himian race, 
through improved conditions in the re'a- 
tioni of the sexes." 

Its central thought i> freedom <d" Moth- 
erhood, the Sclf-Ownerslnp of Woman in 
tbi Realm of Sex and K'cprodnct ion— in- 
telligent and responsible l\u cut hood. 

I'll is much neglected, this tabooed, dis- 
graced, and almost unknown science was 
named ^IfWliw by Francis (ialton, a 
of, and co-worker with, the great 



Chariot Darwin and now, both in England 
and in Continental Europe, is beginning 
to receive the attention its importance 
demands. 

The American Journal of Eugenics is 
now in its :Mth year of publication, sus- 
tained by a long list of able and well- 
known contributors, women and men of 
national and international reputation; it is 
now published bi-monthly— standard mag- 
azine size- at Los Angeles, Calif.; price, 
f] a year postpaid; single copy, 15c. 

Trial subscribers will receive three back 
"number*, loot than a year old, also a copy 
of the booklet, "Institutional Marriage," 
I loot on by the editor — all for 25c in 
stamps or coin. For sale by newsdealers, 
»r sent postpaid by the editor and pub- 
lisher. Moses Harman, with lists and 
prices of standard English and American 
Eugenic publications. Address KU9 Kol- 
lam Ave, Los Angeles, Calif. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 
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Secular Thought 

♦ Fortnightly Journal of Rational Crltl- 
clam In Politics, 



CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

. • J. 



Published at 186* Queen St. West, To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, In 




St. Wast, loronto, Can. 



C. M. ELLis, Proprietor and 
Thought, 



THE WORLD'S BEST WATCHES. 

The World's 

Best Watches 



Men's Regular (18) si/e; Hampden, 

"Spatial By./ 1 U Jewels, Jtt) 44 New 
If .v.," 83 Jewels, $20; "Ih.eber Watch 
Co.," 21 Jewels, $15 \ "Dueber Grand," 17 
JtWtlij *8; 15 Jewels, 7 .Jewels, MM 
Elgin or Walthain: " Veritas" or "Van- 

I*ard," 28 Jawala, ISO; "Fatkat Time." 

Off "Crescent Str.," 21 Jewels. |ft50j 44 H. 
W. Kayinoiul," 1!) Jewels, £20] Same or 

"A. r. Printer," L7 Jewels, HMO] 

"Wheeler," or "P, S. l'.artlett," 17 
Jewels, nickle, $9; Same, gilt, $7; 15 
Jewels, $6; 7 Jewels, $5\ all in Silverine, 
mtow ease. In 20-year (J old ease $3, or in 
L',") year SAM |fi more. Kvery Wateh fresh 
from factory, prepaid with g n t r— I— . 

Send for prices of Watehes not enumer- 
ated here (or order from any of my old 
price-lists). Chains, Fobs, Diamonds, 
Jewelry, Optical Qoodt, l"lHihlWlglll 
Badges, Intfersoll Spoons; Kini; (Jauge and 
my great little traet: •'Theism In the 
CMinble," tree. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
La Orange, Cook County, IU. 



„The Woman and 
The Prospector" 

Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. a. M. PARKER. 

WATER-POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FANS. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY & MFG. CO. 
Clevelanu-So. 



The Work and ^liys of Literary Folk 

VACABONDIA 

Sold h S.ibseription__._$L per year 

VAGAdONDIA is an illustrated month- 
ly magazine devoted to people who write 
and draw things —Authors, Playwrights 
a ad Illustrators. 

EACH ISSUE contains interesting arti- 
cles on the personalities of literary men 
and women- Human Interest Biographical 
Sketches, Appreciations and Estimates of 
all the present day writers and their work 
— stories of their hobbies and recreations 
— thrilling accounts of literary successes, 
— unconventional photographs of authors 
and their homes, with glimpses of their 
workaday life,- -Criticisms, Short Stories 
and Literary News, — Contributions by well 
known writers on subjects having to do 
with every form of literary composition, 
including the novel, playwrighting, et., 

EVEKVONE engaged in literary work 
or curious about literary people will find 
\ agabondia interesting and instructive. 
It is invaluable to the literary worker. 

V AO A BON 1)1 A is in a class by itself, 
being the only writers' and illustrators' 
magazine published. It is the "trade pa- 
per", so to speak, of the writer class. 

Book Reviews, Magazine News, Publish- 
ers' Notes and Announcements. 

VAGABOND IA 
EVERETT LLOYD, Editor and Publisher 
1111 Security Trust Big, Chicago, 111. 

THF PROCESSION of PLANPTS 

■ * * IS THfc GRbAT NfcW BOOK. IF YOU *f 1 U 
wonder why the Earth moves, write to the luthor lor ■ 

R&IUJN H. HfcALD, Suiloo A. LOS ANGLLkS. Cilllorolk 



JUST OUT I 

NAMING SONG AND BURIAL SONG 
FOR FREETHINKERS. 

Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for .Violin, Flute, or Bells. 



I have composed these songs for tin 
benetit of Freethinkers, or men of Common 
Sense, who do not wish to insult our Cre 
ator with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER. 
2277 Fulton St., Chicago, HI 

The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contradie 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Justt he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Read: 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 
1112 Eddy Street, San Francisco, Cal 

Give E'm Fits. 



That's what "ifOD 
SCARLET SHADOW," 
Walter Hurts great rad- 
ical novel, doss to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular preas of the country, 
goaded by the churci 
element, le throwing a 
over it, too. No other 
i ove l of thle decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox eritlcs —which 
la sufficient proof that It 
Is all right. It has cre- 
ated a sensation in con- 
servative 
aused 

among the clergy. 

It la enthuelastlrally 
en dor ed by leading, 
Freeithlnkers through* 
out the world. You aL 

know iiu» Hurt can write, and in this book 
he is at nis best. It is an elegant volume, 
fit to ornament the finest library; containing 
422 pages, printed on heavy 
and bound in ox-blood cloth. 
Price $1 60. postpaid. 

BLUE QRAS8 BLADE. 

Ky. 



W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw the business in Cfeorgia. Ala- 
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Man's Origin and Destiny 



By Dr. A« Hflusnifln, Aldm^dci, Odlif orni3 

This is the Greatest Book of modem times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

tt will shortly be issued in book form by the Blue Grass Blade, making a book of nearly 500 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



Suoscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 

CORRECT THINKING 

Book is a Herald of the New Learning 



•ie First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideals of Education 



By* PAR. HER H. SERCOMBC, Editor To-Morrow Magazine 

4 * Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to fade and die for want of applying 
the knowledge they have but do not use." 

"Owners of Angora cats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations of intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own raoe." % 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Burbank and other successful 
tybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresponding application to the human species.' 9 

-Man has not yet started to live a mind-directed, reasoned-out life." 



OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies. 9l.OO *15.00 the hundred 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 56th St.. Chicago. III. 



